


L I G H T  H A S  A L W A Y S  B E E N  A T  T H E  F O R E F R O N T  O F  

H U M A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y .   

F R O M  T H E  A N C I E N T  T O R C H ,  T O  T H E  L I G H T  B U L B  A N D  E V E N  T O  T O D A Y ’ S  F I B E R  O P T I C S ,  

T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N S  A R E  E N D L E S S .

T H I S  P O W E R F U L  F O R C E ,  W I T H  I T S  A B I L I T Y  T O  E V O K E  A  M Y R I A D  O F  E M O T I O N S  I S  

K E Y  T O  I M P R O V I N G  A N D  E L E V A T I N G  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  I N  E V E R Y  C O R N E R  O F  T H E  W O R L D .

A T  L E X U S ,  O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  E X P L O R E  T H E  P O S S I B I L I T I E S  T H R O U G H  A  H U M A N  C E N T E R E D  A P P R O A C H  

T H A T  W I L L  L E A D  U S  T O  A  B R I G H T E R  V I S I O N  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E .



E V E N T S U M M A R Y

P R E S S  P R E V I E W  

April 8th 10.00 – 17:30

ORGANIZER
Lexus International

VENUE

Superstudio Più (Art Point)

Via Tortona, 27  20144 – Milano, Italy

LEXUS DESIGN AWARD 2019 

April 8th 12.00 – 13:30

Grand Prix winner selection 

COCKTAIL PARTY

April 8th 18:30 – 20:00

Lexus Design Award 2019 Grand Prix

winner announcement at 18:50

PUBLIC DAYS

April 9th – 13 th , 2019   10.00 – 21.00

April 14th, 2019   10:00 – 18:00

E X H I B I T S

-Installation created by Rhizomatiks

-The 6 finalist’s designs for the

Lexus Design Award 2019



C O L L A B O R AT I O N  D E S I G N E R

Rhizomatiks : Motoi Ishibashi, Engineer/Artist , Daito Manabe, Artist Photo by Shizuo Takahashi

R H I Z O M A T I K S

Established in 2006. A collective of creators and producers with 

rich personality and various backgrounds in areas such as media art 

and engineering. Rhizomatiks has previously handled numerous creative 

projects combining technical knowledge with high ability of expression. 

Collaborating with various notable artists such as Björk, Rhizomatiks has 

created performances in numerous festivals such as Sónar Festival, 

MUTEK, and other festivals domestically and internationally. 

https://rhizomatiks.com/

https://rhizomatiks.com/


J O U R N E Y  O F  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N

EXIT / ENTRANCE

LEXUS  LIGHTS 

TOMORROW

LEXUS DESIGN 

AWARD 2019

LEADING WITH LIGHT 



L E A D I N G  W I T H  L I G H T

Inspired by Lexus’ latest illumination technology, Rhizomatiks has
designed an immersive performance that combines playful and dynamic
lighting with human dance and advanced robotics. Visitors will
experience how the innovative use of light can have an important effect
on human emotions.

The highly choreographed exhibition will use countless beams of moving
lights, robots trained by human movements and a single performer
whose interaction with technology aims to showcase Lexus' human-
centered approach for a brighter future.

Guests themselves will have a chance to interact with the lighting
installation and explore their own journey to lead with light.



L E X U S  L I G H T S  T O M O R R O W

Lexus is showcasing its latest lighting innovation that reflects Lexus’

vision of how human-centered design will illuminate the way toward a

brighter tomorrow. Visitors will learn more about cutting-edge

vehicle lighting technology and will be able to engage with a short

demonstration.





View the six finalists’ proposals in response to “Design for a Better 

Tomorrow”. Representing the next generation of creative talent, finalists 

were selected from the 1,548 worldwide entries. 

ABOUT LEXUS DESIGN AWARD

First launched in 2013, the Lexus Design Award is an international 

design competition that targets up-and-coming creators from around 

the world. The award seeks to foster the growth of ideas that contribute 

to society by supporting designers and creators whose works can help 

to shape a better future. It provides a unique opportunity for six finalists 

to work with globally recognized designer as a mentor to create 

prototypes of their designs, and then exhibit them at one of the design 

calendar's most important events.
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J U D G E S  &  M E N T O R S

Renowned technologist John Maeda joins the judging

panel this year, adding his incisive perception and fresh

perspective.

We also welcome four new mentors committed to

nurturing the next generation of innovators. They have

generously given their time to advise the six finalists.

Sir David Adjaye
Architect
Photo by Ed Reeve

J U D G E S

Paola Antonelli
Curator
Photo by Marton Perlaki

John Maeda
Technologist
Photo by Helena Price

Yoshihiro Sawa
President of Lexus 
International

M E N T O R S

Jaime Hayon
Artist – Designer, 
Hayon Studio
Photo by Klund Erbie

Jessica Rosenkrantz
Co-Founder and Creative 
Director, Nervous System

Shohei Shigematsu
Partner and Director of 
OMA New York

Sebastian Wrong
Photo by Matteo Cuzzola
Design Director, 
Established & Sons



F I N A L I S T S

Algorithmic Lace

This bra, made for post-mastectomy women, is 

custom crafted using a new methodology using algorithmic

patterning to make three-dimensional lace. 

This avoids aspects of the bra that create discomfort after surgery, 

and give each woman a confidence in her new beginning.

Lisa Marks, USA

Lisa Marks is an Industrial Designer specializing in combining craft research 

with algorithmic design in order to promote sustainable methods to help 

craft communities. Lisa has an MFA from Parsons School of Design and is 

currently faculty at Georgia Institute of Technology.



F I N A L I S T S

Arenophile

This project seeks a new purpose for desert sand, 

a naturally abundant material which has not been widely used. 

By creating composite materials using desert sand and 

non-toxic binders, this project proposes new products through 

experimentation and research.

Rezzan Hasoglu, Turkey

Rezzan Hasoglu is a product designer based in London. She graduated from

Royal College of Art. Her design approach is very hands-on whilst combining

digital tools. Focused on research and experimentation inspired from natural 

phenomena, she seeks ways of translating cultural nuances into tangible 

objects through exploring processes and materials.



F I N A L I S T S

Baluto

The Baluto project seeks a solution in low-lying areas 

where the main concern is flood mitigation. 

This housing strategy provides a habitable space on land 

that can withstand a sudden rise in flood water level.

Jeffrey E. Dela Cruz, Philippines

Jeffrey Dela Cruz is an Architecture Graduate from Saint Louis University, 

Baguio City, Philippines. He interprets Filipino architectural designs and is 

often inspired by indigenous forms, materials and constructions. 

He hopes his work will eventually have an impact in the research field.



F I N A L I S T S

Green Jet Blast Energy

Green Blast Jet Energy makes it possible to collect the energy of 

the jet blast of an aircraft taking off and to return it 

for different needs of airports.

Dmitriy Balashov, Russia

Dmitriy Balashov specializes in Industrial Design. 

He studied at the Bauman Moscow State Technical University. 

He is inspired by unique and innovative ideas that offer comfort and rationality.



F I N A L I S T S

Hydrus

Hydrus is an emergency treatment equipment for offshore oil spills. 

This equipment does not only try to solve one problem, 

but also encourages people to deal with the changes in 

our earth's environment.

Shuzhan Yuan, China

Shuzhan Yuan is a product designer and graduated from Xiamen University of 

Technology. He tries to encourage deep thinking about meaningful things in 

our life through design. He compares design with the study and interpretation 

of this unknown world.



F I N A L I S T S

Solgami

Solgami utilizes origami geometry to give apartment residents 

a closer connection to their external environment. 

Formed as a window blind, this geometry provides privacy, 

and puts the user in charge of deciding between greater 

internal illumination, or electricity generation.

Prevalent (Ben Berwick), Australia

Ben Berwick runs Prevalent, an architectural startup focusing on social spaces 

and spatial technology. He specializes in advanced design, and received 

a Master’s degree in engineering whilst a Fellow at the University of Tokyo. 

He has a background in Architecture from the University of Sydney, 

where he now teaches.



LEXUS L-finesse  MODERN 

JAPANESE ART MEETS 

AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN 

L E X U S  AT  M I L A N  D E S I G N  W E E K

LEXUS L-finesse -

CRYSTALLIZED WIND -

TOKUJIN YOSHIOKA X 

LEXUS L-finesse 

EVOLVING FIBER 

TECHNOLOGY 

LEXUS L-finesse

INVISIBLE GARDEN 

LEXUS L-finesse 

- ELASTIC DIAMOND -

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

In collaboration with Junya

Ishigami, Hiroshi Senju and 

Kazuyo Sejima

In collaboration with Tokujin

Yoshioka

In collaboration with Kumiko 

Inui and Norimichi Hirakawa In collaboration with nendo

In collaboration with 

Sosuke Fujimoto 



LEXUS DESIGN 

AMAZING 2014 MILAN 

LEXUS DESIGN EVENT

LIMITLESS CO-

EXISTENCE

LEXUS—A JOURNEY 

OF THE SENSES

LEXUS  –AN 

ENCOUNTER WITH 

ANTICIPATION 

LEXUS YET

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

In collaboration with Fabio 

Novembre, Nao Tamura and 

Tangible Media Group from 

MIT Media Lab led by 

Prof. Hiroshi Ishii 

In collaboration with Philippe 

Nigro and Hajime Yoneda 

In collaboration with 

Formafantasma and 

Yoji Tokuyoshi

In collaboration with Neri Oxman

and The Mediated Matter Group In collaboration with Sota Ichikawa

L E X U S  AT  M I L A N  D E S I G N  W E E K

LEXUS DESIGN 

AMAZING 2013 MILAN 

AMAZING FLOW 

2013

In collaboration with Toyo Ito 

and Akihisa Hirata 



Lexus launched in 1989 with a flagship sedan and a guest experience that helped define 

the premium automotive industry. In 1998, Lexus introduced the luxury crossover 

category with the launch of the Lexus RX. The luxury hybrid sales leader, Lexus 

delivered the world’s first luxury hybrid and has since sold over 1 million hybrid vehicles.*

A global luxury automotive brand with an unwavering commitment to bold, 

uncompromising design, exceptional craftsmanship, and exhilarating performance, 

Lexus has developed its lineup to meet the needs of the next generation of global luxury 

guests, and is currently available in over 90 countries worldwide.

Lexus associates/team members across the world are dedicated to crafting amazing 

experiences that are uniquely Lexus, and that excite and change the world.

*1,464,275 units as of January 2019

A B O U T  L E X U S

Official Hashtags

#LexusDesignEvent

#LexusDesignAward

www.lexusdesignevent.com

www.lexusdesignaward.com

More photos are available on

https://discoverlexus.com/press

https://demo.cloudfolder.kinamo.be

https://discoverlexus.com/press
https://demo.cloudfolder.kinamo.be/

